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DEPARTMENT OF ThE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Withdrawal of Proposed
Rule to List Sabal miamiensis (MiamI
Palmetto) as Endangered
AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Proposedrule; withdrawal.

SUMMARY: TheServicegivesnoticeof
thewithdrawalof theproposed
regulationto list Sabalmiamiensis
(Miami palmetto)as endangered.
pursuantto theEndangeredSpeciesAct
of 1973, as amended.Thispalm,
restrictedtoDadeCounty,Florida,was
proposedas endangeredon November4,
1986. Basedon evaluationof comments
anddataavailablefollowing publication
of theproposedregulation,the Service
hasdeterminedthatSabalmiamiensis
shouldbewithdrawnfrom consideration
for listing asanendangeredspecies
becauseit appearsto be aninvalid
taxon.
ADDRESSES: Thecompletefile for this
proposedactionis availablefor
inspection,by appointmentduring
normalbusinesshoursat the
JacksonvilleField Office, U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,3100University
BoulevardSouth.Suite120, Jacksonville,
Florida 32216(904/791—2580 orFTS946—
2580).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. David J.Wesley,Field Sujiervisor,at
theabove.“ADDRESS.”
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sabczlmiamiensis(Miami palmetto)
wasdescribedby Zonain1985, based
on materialfrom BrowardandDade
Counties,Florida.Theplantis currently
restrictedto DadeCounty,whereonly a
few survive.ZonaseparatedSabal
miamiensisfrom itswidespread
relativesSabalpalmetto)andSabal
etonia by a suiteof charactersincluding
largefruit size,lackof anabove-ground
trunk, and threeordersof branchingin
theflower stalk.Theplantwas
apparentlyalwaysbeenrestrictedto the
pinerocklandsof BrowardandDade
Counties.Thishabitattypehasbeen
almostcompletelyeliminatedby
residentialandcommercial
development.

Basedon this information,and
commentsreceivedfromotherFlorida
botanists,theServiceproposedSabol
miamiensisasanendangeredspecies,
pursuantto theEndangeredSpeciesAct
of 1973, asamended(Act), in theFederal
Registerof November4, 1986 (51FR
40051).Theproposalsolicitedcomments
and informationon Sabaliniamiensis
from anyinterestedparties.

Oneofthecommentsreceived
following theproposalindicatedthat
therewassubstantialscientific
disagreementconcerningthe taxonomic
statusof Scibalmiamiensis.In a letter
datedJanuary23, 1987, Dr. RobertW.
Readof theSmithsonianInstitution,a
botanistspecializingin palms,indicated
hisbelief thatSabalmiamiensis
representeda peripheralpopulationof
Sobaletonia(scrubpalmetto),a
widespreadFloridaspecies.Dr. Read
hasaccumulateda largeamountof
informationon variationin thegenus
Sabalin Florida,andfinds that the
charactersusedto separateSabal
miamiensisfall within the rangeof
variationfound inpopulationsof Sabal
etonia. Dr. Readhasexaminedthe
remainingliving plantsdescribedas
Sabalmiamiensisin DadeCounty,and
feelsthat they representthe
southernmostpopulationof Sabal
etonia,nota newspecies.Service
botanistssubsequentlymet with Dr.
Readto reviewhis unpublisheddata
and to discussthis problemwith him.

Thecommentperiodwasreopenedto
extendthedeadlinefor makinga final
decisionandto allow for further
informationto bereceived(Federal
Register,July 21, 1987;52 FR 27347).This
wasin accordancewith section
4(b)(6)(B)(i) of theAct, which allowsa 6-

monthextensionof the1-yeardeadline
within whichtheServicemustordinarily
takefinal actionon a proposed
regulationto list a species.The deadline
for final actionwasthereforeextended
to May 4, 1988.

TheServicecontactedseveral
botaniststo obtainfurthercommentson
the taxonomicstatusof Sabal
miamiensis,butMr. Zonaand Dr. Read
appearto bethe only individualswho
haveevaluatedthestatusof thepalm.

Fiveothercommentswerereceived
supportinglisting of Sabalmiarniensis
asanendangeredspecies.butonly Mr.
Zona’sletter containedcomments
addressingthe taxonomicquestion.Dr.
Read’scommentsopposethe listing of
Sabalmiamiensison thegroundsthat
this populationdoesnotmerit
taxonomicrecognition.

TheServicebelievesthatDr. Read’s
unpublisheddataaresubstantialenough
to placethe taxonomicvalidity of Sabal
iniamiensisin doubt.Sabalmiamiensis,
therefore,fits category3B in the
Service’sSeptember27, 1985plant
noticeof review (50 FR 39526); that is, a
specieswhichdoesnotmeettheAct’s
definitionof “species”,but which may
bereevaluatedin the futureon thebasis
of subsequentresearch.Mr. Zonaand
Dr. Readboth intendto publish further
on Sabalsystematics.In theeventthat
this disagreementis resolvedin favorof
Sabalmiamiensisrepresentinga distinct
speciesor variety, theServicewill
reevaluatewhetherlisting of Sabal
miamiensispursuantto theAct is
appropriate.Therefore,it is possiblethat
thespecieswill againbeproposedas
endangeredor threatened.

Basedon thebestcurrentlyavailable
commercialandscientificdata,
however,theServicehasconcludedthat
theproposalto list Sabalmiamiensisas
anendangeredspeciesshouldbe
withdrawnat this time.
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Author
The primaryauthorof thisnoticeis

Dr. MichaelM. Bentzien,U.S.Fishand
Wildlife Service,3100University
BoulevardSouth,Suite120, Jacksonville,
Florida32216(904/791—2580orFl’S 946—
2580).

Authority

Theauthority for this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct (16U.S.C.1531 et
seq.; Pub.L. 93—205,87 Stat.884; Pub.L. 94—
359. 90 Stat.911; Pub.L. 95—632, 92 Stat.3751;
Pub.L. 96-159, 93 Stat.1225; Pub. L. p7—304, 96
Stat.1411).
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List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17
Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife.

Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:June3, 1988.
SusanRecce,
ActingAssistantSecrekiryfor Fishand
Wildlifeana’Parks.
(FR I)oc. 88—14248Filed6—22—88: 8:45am)
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